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“Lessons From the Wolf”

Directions:  You do not have to rewrite the questions.  Write all answers in complete sentences, unless you are making a diagram.


1. Name ____ autotrophs that benefit from the introduction of the wolves to Yellowstone National Park.
2. How many wolves were brought back originally?

3. What genus do the wolves belong to?
4. What is the scientific name for the wolves?
5. What year were the wolves brought back?
6. What had caused the total lack of wolves before this date?
7. What role do wolves play in the food chain?
8. How many elk does each wolf pack kill per day?
9. What was the elk population in the 1990’s?
10. Why does Professor Ripple like aspen trees so much?
11. What organisms are impacted by the loss of aspen trees?
12. Explain why beaver populations were affected by the loss of wolves from the park.   
13. Describe the change in elk behavior after the reintroduction of the wolves in 1995 and 1996.  

14. Where did the wolves come from?  

15. Why were the wolves brought here and not neighboring states?

16. Why were animals chosen from several packs in two different provinces?

17. How many wolves were in the park as of last year?
18. How does more woody vegetation help the streams?

19. What animals will benefit from these changes to the streams?

20. What animal population has decreased in numbers?
21. What animals have increased because of this?

22. What other animals have benefited from this increase?

23. Name 6 scavengers who have increased in numbers as a result of the “wolf effect”. 
24. What two other factors may be causing some of these changes besides the “wolf effect?”
25.  Name one of the lessons from the wolves.
26. Draw of foodweb containing all of the organisms and the connections between them as described in this article.  

27. Additional Questions

